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          Armitage Primary School Assessment Policy 

 

Rationale 

Assessment provides evidence to guide teaching and learning, and enables pupils to 

demonstrate and review their progress. It is a continuous process which is integral to 

teaching and learning allowing children to reach their true potential. It should be 

incorperated systematically into teaching strategies in order to promote better than 

expected progress for individuals, groups and cohorts. 

 

Aims 

- Assessment is an integeral part of teaching but must not unnecessarily add to 

the workload of teachers. 

- High – quality, in – depth teaching is supported by outstanding formative 

assessment. 

- Assessment provides information that is clear, reliable, and free from bias. 

- Assessment supports informative and productive conversations with pupils, 

teachers, leaders, parents and governors. 

- Assessment ensures a  consistent approach to measure progress towards and 

against national standards. 

 

Types of Assessment 

Formative 

Formative assessment is used as an integeral part of effective teaching. Assessment of 

pupils’ attainment and progress is directly linked to the curriculum and of its teaching 

day to day. Teachers will use their formative assessments to become much better 

informed about their pupils’ understanding of concepts and ideas and will build a 

more accurate picture of their individual needs. Applying a range of formative 

assessment techniques allows teachers to tailor their assessments to the underpinning 

knowledge and skills being taught.  

Types of formative assessment used at Armitage: 

- Specific and targeted questioning; 

- Mini plenaries; 

- Marking of pupils work ; 
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- Use of the visualiser; 

- Observational assessment; 

- Flexibility of groups; 

- Pupil self evaluation of their own learning; 

- Regular short re-cap quizzes; 

- Scanning work for pupil attainment and development. 

 

Summative 

Summative tests serve the purpose of enabling teachers to evaluate pupils’ learning 

and the impact of their teaching at the end of each term. As with formative 

assessment, the outcomes of these tests help teachers to plan for subsequent teaching 

and learning. They allow teachers and parents to evaluate the progress of their 

children during the academic year. In addition, standardised tests also help support 

the accuracy of teacher assessments. 

In-school summative assessment enables school leaders to monitor the performance of 

pupil cohorts, to identify where interventions may be required and to work with 

teachers to ensure pupils are supported to achieve sufficient progress and expected 

attainment. School leaders meet formally at the end of each half term to discuss the 

progress of all the children in the school. School leaders consult the APS breakdown 

for each cohort of children to identify groups and individual children who need 

additional support.  

Frequent moderation, in school and across the local cluster, takes place for Reading, 

Writing and Maths. This is designed to ensure that judgements made in school are 

conistent. Cross-school moderation allows those schools in the cluster to be secure 

about the accuracy of their judgements.  

 

National/Transitional 

At key points through primary school, children are assessed against national 

expectations. These are: 

 

- End of EYFS 

- End of Year 1 (Phonics Screening Check) 

- End of Year 2 (SATS) 

- End of Year 6 (SATS) 
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At the end of KS1 and KS2 children will be assessed as ‘Working towards the expected 

standard’, Working at the expected standard’ and Working at greater depth within 

the expected standard’. These are the expectations taken from the Interim Assessment 

framework 2015-2016. 

 

Progress Measures 

The collection of data in school allows the measurement of value-added both in the 

short term and in the long term. The school is now in a position where childrens’ 

progress can be measured from their entry into Nursery to the point where they leave 

Year 6. The school analyses the value added of pupils/cohorts as they move through 

each year group and Key Stage. Keeping a rigorous check of childrens’ progress allows 

the school to make sure that we are exceeding the National expectations for Floor 

Standards and progress. 

 

Key Groups 

Assessment procedures are free from bias, sterotyping and generalisation in respect of 

gender, class, race and special educational needs. However, the school analyses the 

progress of different groups to ensure it meets individual and group needs. If the 

progress/attainment of certain groups does not meet expectations then measures will 

be taken to ensure that these children get the support/teaching that they require. 

Groups that we examine are: 

 

- SEN Children 

- Pupil Premium children 

- EAL Children 

- G&T Children 

- Home Grown Children 

- Gender 

 

Roles and Responsibilities 

Governing Body: will monitor attainment and progress data for the whole school. 

Headteacher: Holds teaching staff to account for pupil attainment and progress 

through the monitoring of assessment data and performance management targets. 

Assessment leader: Uses information from pupil progress meetings and data analysis 

effectively to monitor the perfomance of individuals, groups and cohorts. 
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Key Stage Leader: Analyse data for respective key stages and discuss with teachers/ 

share with SMT during Pupil Progress Meetings. 

Teachers: Use the outcomes of regular and accurate assessments to provide high-

quality feedback to pupils and to inform planning. 

Support staff: Support children with their learning as directed by class teachers and 

provide feedback on children’s learning. 

Parents/Carers: Support children with home learning and engage in dialogue about 

their child’s progress/attainment. 

 

Assessment Criteria 

Following the implementation of a New National Curriculum, the government has 

removed level descriptors which were previously used to measure progress and 

attainment. With levels removed and the focus on securing progress for every pupil, 

we now have a new way of recording and measuring pupil attainment and progress. 

Pupils are now assessed directly against the new curriculum as being Emerging, 

Developing or Secure within a particular year group.  

They must attain ‘Mastery’ within a particular year group before they can move on to 

the next stage in their learning. Consolidation is critical and children must have a deep 

and secure understanding , not just moving on to work of greater difficulty. Children 

must first understand their own strengths and identify what they need to do to 

improve. 

 

Assessment Cycle 

All children are benchmarked when they enter Nursery or Reception within 2 weeks. 

When a child starts at the school they will be assessed within 2 weeks. 

Each child in Years 1 - 6 will be formally assessed in Reading, Writing, Maths, Science, 

SPAG and ICT in: 

 

- Autumn 2 

- Spring 2 

- Summer 2 

These children will be assessed as being ‘Emerging’, ‘Developing’ or ‘Secure’ within a 

particular year group. 

Children will be assessed in Phonics in Year 1 in Autumn 2, Spring 2 and Summer 1. 

Children in Year 2 who did not pass the Phonics Screening Check in Year 1 will also be 
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assessed at these times. Children in KS2 may also be assessed at these times if they are 

not at the required standard. 

As mentioned above, children in the EYFS are assessed using the EYFS areas of 

Learning. 

SEN children are assessed using the P- Scales. Children working below the expected 

standard at the end of Year 2 and Year 6 will be assessed using:  “Pre Key Stage – 

Working below the expected standard” document”  EAL children are assessed using 

the Steps from ‘A Language in Common’. 

 

Communication with Parents 

Children’s attainment and progress will be discussed at Parents’ Meetings, which are 

held 4 times a year. Teachers are also available for informal consulatation if parents 

wish to discuss any aspect of their child’s learning at other points in the academic 

year. Assertive Mentoring style overview sheets are updated half termly with 

assessment and  progress information (towards targets). These are available for 

prarents to view at any time.  

Annual parents’ workshops are also held to discuss assessment arrangements in school 

and parents are provided with the key curriculum content and assessment foci for 

their children. Parent’s meetings also take for those children in Reception, Year 1, Year 

2 and Year 6 to discuss the National assessments in these year groups. 

End of year reports will comment on children’s attainment,  progress and key 

assessment data. 

Parents are continually involved in their child’s learning journey via homework, 

notice boards, website and the VLE.  

 

Marking and Feedback 

Please see Marking and Feedback Policy. 

 

Early Years Assessment 

Within 2 weeks of a child starting they will be given a ‘baseline’ assessment. In 

Reception children are assessed using the CEM Baseline Assessment which the DFE use 

for there own records.  

On entry to Nursery or Reception we will use our professional judgement to assess 

the age band children are working ‘within’ across the EYFS areas of learning. 
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Within 2 weeks of the child starting in Nursery the children will be given a ‘baseline 

assessment. 

 

Expected Standards for Early Years are: 

Nursery 

30-50 months = In line with Age Related Expectations 

22-36 months = Below Age Related Expectations 

Any other lower age band below = Significantly below Age Related Expectations 

 

Reception 

40–60 months = In line with Age Related Expectations 

30-50 months = Below Age Related Expectations 

Any other lower age band below = Significantly below Age Related Expectations 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 


