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Introduction 

 

This document has been compiled using advice and information from the website 

NSPCC NetAware which can be found at www.net-aware.org.uk 

 

As a school, our advice would be that children of primary school age should not be 

accessing ANY social media apps, including those listed in this booklet. 

 

However, we are aware that it is ultimately a Parent/Carers decision as to 

whether their child(ren) should be allowed access to any or all of these apps. 

Consequently, we have put together this advice booklet to help support 

Parents/Carers in keeping their children safe online, if the decision has been 

made to allow them to use social media. 

 

For each of the apps that children in our school are commonly using, we have 

included very important safety/privacy information that we would strongly 

advise Parents/Carers to follow in order to check that apps are being used in 

the safest possible way. We have also included advice given by a number of 

experts on the appropriate age of use for these apps. In addition, comments 

from Parents/Carers of children who have used these apps are also included to 

provide you with practical experiences of using social media.  

 

If you are allowing your children to use social media, we would recommend the 

following general tips to minimise the risks your child might face: 

 Ask them to show you which social media apps they use and what they like 

about them; 

 Explain how you can use privacy settings to make sure only approved 

friends can see posts and images (details of how to do this are included in 

this booklet); 

 Check if any of their apps have ‘geo-location’ enabled, sharing their 

location unintentionally; 

 Show them how to report offensive comments or block people who have 

upset them; 

 Check tagging settings so that when others are posting or sharing photos 

online, your child’s identity is not revealed; 

http://www.net-aware.org.uk/


 Encourage your child to come and talk to you if anything is concerning 

them. 

 

Even with strict privacy controls, children can’t be completely protected online. 

Therefore, it is important to make your child(ren) aware of the following: 

 Don’t give your contact details to strangers: Never give out detailed 

information that allows anyone to work out where you live, which school 

you go to, or use your full name on any social media; 

 Ask yourself whether the people you are talking to are real: People 

online may not always be who they seem. Someone claiming to be ‘she’ 

and 14 could be ‘he’ and 40. Think carefully about who you are talking to 

before starting a conversation or developing a relationship; 

 Don’t respond to bad messages: If you come across messages that are 

deliberately provocative, obscene, racist, illegal, threatening or simply 

make you feel uncomfortable, do not respond to them; 

 Sound the alarm: If you receive a message that makes you feel 

uncomfortable, talk about it with people you trust; 

 Beware of meeting web pals: Never, ever, ever arrange to meet as a 

result of an electronic contact unless parents and / or teachers are fully 

aware of what is happening and agree; 

 Remember, the whole world is watching: Be aware of the size of your 

audience – the world is watching what you do. You may think that only 

one person can see or read what you have posted but there is a potential 

audience of millions of people. 

 

 

We hope that this guide will form a useful starting point for supporting you in 

keeping your child(ren) safe online. We do a lot of work in school to help to 

keep your children safe online and, by working as a team, we can ensure that no 

child is put at risk through the use of social media. 

 

If you require further advice or support, please don’t hesitate to come into school 

and speak to Mr Goulden (Computing Lead), Mr Scott (PSHE Lead) or a member 

of the Family Team.  

 

Armitage C.E. Primary School – September 2017 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 
 

  

  



 

 

  

 

  

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



  

   

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 


